MINUTES OF THE CITY OF BRISTOL, TENNESSEE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
August 7, 2018
CALL TO ORDER:

The City of Bristol Tennessee City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Margaret
Feierabend on Tuesday, August 7, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. in the Slater Center Auditorium.
ROLL CALL:

Present: Mayor Margaret Feierabend, Vice Mayor Michelle Denise, Councilman Chad Keen,
Councilwoman Lea Powers, and Councilman Jack Young.
Others Present: City Manager William L. Sorah; City Attorney Danielle Kiser, City Recorder Tara
Musick; and members of City staff.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Rev. Mark Hutton, Pastor of Windsor A venue Presbyterian Church, gave the invocation and Vice
Mayor Michelle Denise led the pledge of allegiance.
AGENDA ADDITIONS AND/OR CHANGES: None.
PROCLAMATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS:
Farmers Market Week - Councilwoman Lea Powers read a proclamation designating August 511 , 2018, as Fanners Market Week. Mike Musick, Recreation Superintendent, was in attendance
to accept the proclamation.
TSSA State Wrestling Champion - Dominic Fields, Tennessee High School Senior, was
recognized for being the TS SAA Class AAA 145 pound Tennessee State Wrestling Champion, as
well as being Tennessee High's first-ever State Champion. Dominic Fields, Tennessee High's
Athletic Director Barry Wade and Head Wrestling Coach Tim Marshall were in attendance for the
recognition. Tennessee High has had a wrestling team for over 50 years and he is the first State
Champion.
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting - The Finance Department,
under the direction of Tara Musick, received a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in
Financial Reporting from the Government Finance Officers Association for the City's
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2017. Finance
Director Tara Musick was in attendance to receive this recognition.
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PRESENTATIONS: None.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
Mayor Feierabend opened the Public Hearing.

Ordinance 18-11 - An Ordinance to Amend the Zoning Ordinance to Incorporate Surface
and Dimension Requirements for Parking Areas
City Manager Bill Sarah stated that Ordinance 18-11 authorizes a text amendment to the City's
zoning ordinance. It is basically a 'house-keeping' item to address a deficiency left in the Zoning
Ordinance when the document was amended in February of 2010. At that time, the amendment
removed a section of the ordinance which addressed parking surface requirements for private
parking lots and referenced a Design Manual as providing the specifications for those lots. The
Design Manual was never developed leaving the City without a standard for constructing private
parking lots. Ordinance 18-11 amends this issue from a text standpoint.
Interim Community Development Director Tim Beavers presented further details of this issue to
Council. He presented slides showing the portion of the current Zoning Ordinance text that
references a Design Manual, the proposed text, and a chart with parking dimensions . He explained
the text mimics what is in the Zoning Ordinance prior to the change along with some additional
language for the industrial areas. This amendment addresses only the parking areas required by
the Zoning Ordinance- the connecting driveways and access isles, and excludes loading docks,
storage areas, and industrial areas. The amended text also includes the chart with the dimensions
/ angles for parking when it is included.
Councilman Young asked if it would affect an existing business and similar applications of that
property going forward. Mr. Beavers confinned it would not impose these standards on existing
uses for parking. The standards would be imposed if there was substantial redevelopment of the
properties or for new properties,
This public hearing was advertised in the Bristol Herald Courier and the ordinance passed on First
Reading last month.
There were no further questions and Mayor Feierabend closed the Public Hearing.

APPEARANCE OF CITIZENS:
Mark A. Hutton expressed his thanks at being elected to serve the City of Bristol, District 2, on
the Sullivan County Commission. He hopes to be able to restore some funds to the Bristol
Tennessee School System, but more importantly hopes to be a bridge builder between Sullivan
County and the City of Bristol Tennessee. In order to work toward that goal, he wanted to be in
attendance, meet people and make it publicly known that he is accessible for questions or
assistance.
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APPOINTMENTS:
Bristol Housing Board - City Council addressed the vacancy of one resident seat on the Bristol
Housing Board. Mr. Raymond Hill was appointed to the Bristol Housing Board to serve an
unexpired term of office ending March 31 , 2019. The vote was as follows:

Councilwoman Powers
Councilman Young
Vice Mayor Denise
Mayor Feierabend
Councilman Keen

Raymond Hill
Raymond Hill
Raymond Hill
Raymond Hill
Vernon Perry

Emergency Communications District Board - City Council addressed the vacancy of one seat
on the Emergency Communications District Board of Directors. Mr. David Ring was unanimously
appointed to the Emergency Communications District Board to serve a term of office ending June
30, 2022.
Parks and Recreation Commission - City Council addressed the vacancy of one seat on the
Parks and Recreation Commission. Ms. Kathy Loudermilk was unanimously appointed to the
Parks and Recreation Commission to serve a tenn of office ending June 30, 2021.
Power Board - City Council addressed the vacancy of one seat for a term of office ending June
30, 2022 on the Power Board. The vote was as follows:

Councilwoman Powers
Councilman Young
Vice Mayor Denise
Mayor Feierabend
Councilman Keen

Pat Hickie
Cathy Mullins
Pat Hickie
Cathy Mullins
Vince Turner

Since there was a tie between Pat Hickie and Cathy Mullins there was a second vote, which was
a follows:
Councilwoman Powers
Councilman Young
Vice Mayor Denise
Mayor Feierabend
Councilman Keen

Pat Hickie
Cathy Mullins
Pat Hickie
None of the above
None of the above

Since no one received the requisite vote of at least three, the seat remains open and the vacancy
will be advertised and addressed at the next City Council meeting.
As this was the second month no candidate was selected for the seat on the Power Board, there
was additional discussion about the possibility of interviewing all the candidates for certain boards
and changing time of deadline for application submissions. Councilwoman Powers made a motion
to extend the deadline for applicants to midnight Tuesday one week prior to the regular Council
business meeting. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.
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ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:
A.

First Reading of New Ordinances: None.

B.

Adoption of Ordinances (Second Reading):

Ordinance 18-11 -An Ordinance to Amend the Zoning Ordinance to Incorporate Surface
and Dimension Requirements for Parking Areas

This ordinance was reviewed during the Public Hearing section of the agenda. There being no
further questions, Mayor Feierabend asked for a motion. Councilman Young made a motion to
approve the ordinance and Councilwoman Powers seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous
roll call vote.
C.

Resolutions:

Resolution 18-77 - A Resolution Authorizing the Industrial Development Board to Enter into
a Development Agreement with Centre Pointe, LLC

City Manager Sorah stated this resolution is for Centre Pointe 74 and the developer is Centre
Pointe, LLC, as discussed at the July 24 111 City Council Work Session. The plan proposes 51,000
square feet of retail sales, the relocation of the Friendship Chrysler-Jeep-Dodge-Ram dealership
and two additional commercial parcels. In addition, the development contemplates the
construction of a 95-room brand hotel and medical office building. The development would be
located at the northeast intersection of Island Road and West State Street.
As part of the development, Centre Pointe, LLC requests the use of Chapter 420 incentives
providing the developer with 90% of the formula for the allocation of state sales tax for recovery
of eligible costs associated with the development of the property. The City would retain 10% of
the state sales tax increment to assist in servicing annual bond payments associated with
infrastructure improvements and service delivery in the region.
As part of the request, the City would apply for and administer an Interstate Access Grant through
the Tennessee Department of Transportation which would provide partial funding for the
relocation of Island Road. The developer would be responsible for the balance of the road
relocation costs.
The developer projects a total capital investment of $24,000,000 in building and land
improvements and an annual local option sales tax of $231,750. Additionally, they estimate an
annual occupancy tax of $105,950 will be generated from the 95-room hotel upon completion.
This resolution authorizes the Bristol Industrial Development Board to enter into a development
agreement that would provide access to the Chapter 420 State Sales Tax Incentive in support of
the development to recover eligible costs.
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Councilman Young requested clarification in that the funds for the roadway would come from
TDOT through a grant and the matching funds would be the responsibility of the developer. City
Manager Sorah confirmed that was correct and would be a 50/50 share, based on staff discussions
with TDOT. The City would make the formal application and manage the grant, and would
therefore pay the invoices then invoice TDOT and the developer for their proportionate shares.
Councilwoman Powers asked for clarification of the annual local option sales tax estimation of
$231,750 and the 90% / 10% allocation previously mentioned. City Manager Sorah explained that
amount was the local option sales tax generated, as estimated by the developer, half of which
would go to education purposes in Sullivan County and half would come back to the City.
Councilman Keen made a motion to approve Resolution 18- 77 and Councilwoman Powers
seconded.
Councilman Young thanked staff for their work and the developers for their vision and taking the
opportunity to utilize the land commercially.
Vice Mayor Denise thanked the developers for showing their faith in the community by doing
business with Bristol and encouraging economic development in the area.
The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.
Resolution 18-78 - A Resolution Approving the Acquisition of Real Properties for Middle
School Construction

City Manager Sorah stated this is the second group of properties for consideration of acquisition
for construction of the new middle school and were discussed at the July 24th work session. They
are an integral part of the aggregation of the prope1iies necessary for the construction. The
purchase price has been agreed upon between the seller and an agent representing the Board of
Education (BOE). The BOE approved the acquisition of these three properties at their July 16th
meeting and include 904 Oakland Drive, 912 Oakland Drive, and 935 Columbia Road. Though
school property is under the guidance and jurisdiction of the BOE, it is titled to the City and
therefore authorization for its purchase must be given by City Council.
Councilwoman Powers made a motion to proceed with approval and Vice Mayor Denise seconded
the motion.
Mayor Feierabend recognized the work of all those involved and also thanked the property owners
for their cooperation.
The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.
CONSENT AGENDA:

City Manager Sorah presented the Consent Agenda to Council. Councilman Jack Young made a
motion to approve the consent agenda, Councilwoman Powers seconded the motion. The
following items were approved by unanimous Council vote:
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•

Minutes

July 10, 2018 City Council Meeting

•

Minutes

July 24, 2018 City Council Work Session

•

Resolution 18-79

A Resolution Approving an Agreement with the
YWCA and Providing Funding Support

•

Resolution 18-80

A Resolution Designating Members of the City
Council to Serve on City Boards and QuasiMunicipal and Non-Municipal Agencies

•

Resolution 18-81

A Resolution Adopting a Policy on the Sale of
Property Acquired by the City through the
Delinquent Tax Sale Process

•

Resolution 18-82

A Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of Police
Wireless Field Reporting Software Support

•

Resolution 18-83

A Resolution Awarding a Proposal for Re-Insurance
for the Self-funded Health Insurance Plan

•

Resolution 18-84

A Resolution Approving a Grant Agreement with the
Tennessee Department of Transportation for Transit
Capital Assistance

•

Resolution 18-85

A Resolution Approving a Grant Agreement with the
Tennessee Department of Transportation for Transit
Operating Assistance

•

Resolution 18-86

A Resolution Approving a Property
Agreement for Parking for Rotary Field

•

Resolution 18-87

A Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of Software
Support for Computer Aided Dispatch System

Lease

BOARD OF EDUCATION LIASON REPORT:
Dr. Gary Lilly thanked Council for recognizing Dominic Fields. School began yesterday and over
the summer, the entrances at Anderson Elementary and Tennessee High Schools were upgraded
to improve security. He thanked the police department for their assistance with safety /security
and specifically thanked Sergeant Brian Hess for teaching a civilian response course multiple times
throughout the summer to help them be better prepared in case of active attack incidents. National
Night Out was tonight from 5-7 p.m. and the focus of this year is better attendance.
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CITY MANAGER'S REPORT:
City Manager Sorah recognized newly promoted Assistant Fire Chief Tommy Castle and Assistant
Fire Chief David McGlamery. He compliment both of them for their years of service to the City
and the quality of their work.
The City received notification yesterday from the Tennessee Department of Transportation
(TDOT) infonning us of an award of $895,000 for sidewalk construction along Bluff City
Highway and Edgemont Avenue from Lavinder Lane to the existing sidewalk at Tennessee High
School. City Manager Sorah highlighted the following events for the month as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

State of the Cities Luncheon tomorrow at the Train Station at 11 :30
Red, White, and Bristol Block Party, Wednesday, August 15th beginning at 5 P.M. m
downtown Bristol
Red Carpet Tour August 16th
Truck Race August 161h
Food City 300 Race August 17th
Bass Pro Shops NRA Race Night August 181h

BTCS Board of Education invites City Council to a joint work session with them on Monday,
August 20th at 7 P .M. following their work session. They would like to update Council on the
decisions they have and are making concerning the process of construction of the new middle
school. After some discussion, the joint meeting will take place at a later date in the near future
due to scheduling conflicts.
Council Work Session, Tuesday, August 28th in the Annex Conference Room at 5:30.
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS:
Councilman Keen thanked all who serve on the boards and commissions. He reminded everyone
school is back in session and to be very cautious when driving through school zones. He
encouraged everyone to be welcoming and courteous to visitors coming into the area for the
upcoming race events.
Councilwoman Powers mentioned the upcoming Rhythm and Roots Reunion Festival. She
congratulated Finance Director Tara Musick for doing a good job and thanked Dr. Lilly and the
BTCS for their efforts in keeping the students safe.
Councilman Young stated he was excited about all the upcoming race events and the positive
economic impact for the community as a whole. He expressed thanks to everyone who works
together to make these events possible. He thanked NETWORKS for pulling the site selectors
together to tour our area and see what we have to offer potential business and industry.
Vice Mayor Denise thanked the community for working together to make the BMS August Race
one of the premier sporting events in the country. She expressed pride in the community and it
being the Birthplace of Country Music. She mentioned the economic growth of the area in new
hotels and breweries and the Chapter 420 legislation.
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Mayor Feierabend stated the Council will be attending some utility training sessions in the near
future. In addition, they will also be receiving safety / incident management training. She
encouraged everyone to look at all the economic development websites to learn more about what
is in the area. She cautioned everyone to be aware of the new traffic light at the intersection of
Cox Street and Volunteer Parkway.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:03 p.m.

~fF~
Tara E. Musick, City Recorder

~

Mrgaret Feierabend, Mayor

